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SUBJECT: MRS. CARTER’S BRASIL VISIT: PAST INVITATIONS TO PRESIDENT 
GEISEL TO VISIT US 

REF: STATE 129449 

1 . REFTEL CONCERNING BACKGROUND OF GEISEL EFFECTIVE REFUSAL 

OF FORD INVITATION TO VISIT WASHINGTON RAISES IN MY MIND, PERHAPS 
QUITE WRONGLY, THE POSSIBILITY THAT MRS. CARTER WILL BE EXTENDING 
A SMILAR INVITATION TO GEI SEL ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT. 

2. AGAINST THIS POSSIBILITY, I WISH TO RECORD MY STRONG BELIEF THAT 
IT WOULD BE A SERIOUS MISTAKE AND AN EMBARRASSMENT FOR PRESIDENT 
CARTER. AS THE EMBASSY HAS REPORTED, THE GEISEL GOVERNMENT HAS 
BEEN ENGAGED IN A "HARDENING", 

MORE AUTHORITARIAN, PROCESS WHOSE NATURE WAS INDICATED BY THE SO- 
CALLED REFORMS OF APRIL THAT GIMMICKED THE 1978 ELECTIONS AND WHICH, 
ACCORDING TO PRESENT INDICATORS, WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THERE IS A REAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS HOLDING 
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OFF ON ADDITIONAL ACTIONS AGAINST THE OPPOSITION UNTIL, SIGNI- 
FICANTLY , AFTER MRS. CARTER'S VISIT. THE GEISEL GOVERNMENT HAS SUFFE 
RENED 

IMPORTANT LOSSES OF POPULARITY IN RECENT MONTHS, AND THE GULF 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE SOCIETY HAS WIDENED. IN THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, THE GEISEL GOVERNMENT WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO HAVE 
WHAT COULD EASILY BE INTERPRETED AS A SIGN OF APPROVAL FROM THE 
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SUG, ESPECIALLY FROM THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. (YOU WILL REMEMBER 
THE STRONG GOB EFFORT TO PUBLISH THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER JUST BEFORE 
THE APRIL MEASURES WERE TAKEN.) BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE ELEMENTS 
IN THE BRAZILIAN SOCIETY THAT ARE UNEASY AND APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE 
PROSPECTS OF THE "CLOSING " OF AN ALREADY BASICALLY AUTHORITARIAN 
SOCIETY AND ARE MAKING EFFORTS TO AVOID FURTHER HARD MEASURES 
WOULD BE DISCOURAGED AND EVEN SHOCKED. MUCH OF THE CURRENT PRESSURE 
BY THESE ELEMENTS FOR A MORE OPEN SOCIETY AND BETTER OBSERVANCE OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS IS THE RESULT OF THE EXAMPLE AND TH ECNOURAGEMENT 
GIVEN BY THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. AN INVITATION TO GEISEL NOW 
WOULD APPEAR TO THESE ELEMENTS AS A REVERSAL OF THIS US CONCERN. 

3. AN INVITATION WOULD, IT SEEMS TO ME, FLY IN THE FACE OF THE 
REFERENCE IN THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH TO THE OAS: "YOU WILL FIND 
THIS COUNTRY-THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-EAGER TO STAND BESIDE 
THOSE NATIONS WHICH RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS AND WHICH PROMOTE DEMOCRATIC 
IDEALS." 

4. IN A PRACTICAL SENSE, IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT GEISEL, 

BECAUSE OF THE NUCLEAR ISSUE AND, SECONDARILY, THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE AND TRADE QUESTIONS, WOULD ADOPT THE SAME DISCOURTEOUS 
LINE AS THAT HE FOLLOWED WITH THE FORD INVITATION. THE MERE FACT 
THAT THE INVITATION HAD BEEN EXTENDED, EVEN THOUGH IT WERE NOT 
ACCEPTED, WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR THE GOB'S POLITICAL PURPOSES. 

MOREOVER, WE WOULD APPEAR TO BE IMPORTUNING. 

5. FINALLY, IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT THE GEISEL ADMINISTRATION 
HAS AN EFFECTIVE REMAINING LIFE OF ONLY ABOUT SIXTEEN MONTHS 
(THE SUCCESSOR WILL BE NAMED IN OCTOBER 1978). 
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6. FOR ALL THESE REASONS, I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT MY CONCERN ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INVITATION IS ENTIRELY MISPLACED. 

CRIMMINS 
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